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Going to City Court

NSN is encouraging neighborhood leaders and others to stand up for neighborhood 

interests in Tucson City Court when hearings or trials occur on incidents that happened in 

their areas.  New listings of upcoming events are now available.

To make it easier for first timers going to City Court, here is a description of my experience

when I went to Court. "At 8:30 AM on Monday morning, April 14, 2014, I attended a 

Tucson City Court hearing related to a late night drunken party that got out of hand in the 

Peter Howell neighborhood in February 2014. The charge against the three defendants 

was Unruly Gathering." More . . . 

Notes from the April 3, 2014 NSN Core Group meeting have been posted here. 

NSN members are invited to provide input to NSN Core Group member Joan Hall 

(joanchall@yahoo.com) on what should be included in an upcoming session on "Training 

for NA Boards & Officers." 

Tucson Residents for Responsive Government's inaugural election meeting is scheduled 

for:

Thursday, May 1, 2014

6:30pm - 8:30pm

3202 East 1st Street

(Ward 6 Office, located behind the Walgreens near Speedway and Country Club)

If having a say in how your government interacts with its citizens is important to you, we 

urge you to attend and help us to make this a successful launch of an important resident 

organization. (Bylaws Draft) 

Water Conservation
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From April 1 through April 30, you can “pledge for Tucson” in the National Mayor’s 

Challenge for Water Conservation.

Just go to mywaterpledge.com using your e-mail or Facebook connection and complete a 

brief online survey on the ways you can or do save water and energy.

The Challenge, a friendly competition among U.S. cities, is sponsored by the Wyland 

Foundation, Toyota, and other partners.

Tucson was #1 in its population category in 2013. A Tucson resident won the national 

grand prize – a Toyota Prius.

Drawings for all prizes are only from the five winning cities. If Tucson wins and you have 

pledged and entered the prize drawing, you are eligible for: 

• Toyota Prius Plug-in (one grand prize) 

• $1000 Shopping Spree at a Home Improvement Store 

• 50 Smart Irrigation Controllers from The Toro Company 

• 40 EcoFlow Showerheads 

• 250 Home Improvement Store Gift Cards ($25 value) 

The Wyland Foundation has added a classroom edition of My Water Pledge to encourage 

parents to take the pledge with their kids.

Tucson Water’s web page has background information, videos, and a recap of 2013. 

(The following is part of a note to Brichta neighbors from NA president Yvonne Merrill that I

thought you might like to read.)

Dear Neighbors,

Brichta Neighborhood is in for big changes this week, and if we all participate and “play 

nice together," we will have positive results in the coming year. 

Feedback Needed for Saturday April 12 about Listserv

The most significant change that I foresee will be in the ways we devise to communicate 

with each other to continue to strengthen our sense of community and mutual trust.  From 

the beginning of our electronic list, several of you have advocated that it be interactive to 

allow neighbors to communicate directly with the group. So we created two chat spaces 

anyone could join, our Facebook page “Brichta Neighbors” and our Yahoo Group “Brichta 

Neighborhood,” but neither attracted many participants.  We can definitely see the 

technology divide among us in the use of these social media.  

But with the election of a new board, it’s time to revisit the proposal that our list become a 

http://soaz.us6.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=4b76089ee08212fa8c57b7aa7&id=76917b5c63&e=5a7a406cdf
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listserv.  This is probably the most familiar type of interactive electronic conversation, but it

still has disadvantages.  I didn’t pursue it in the beginning because, though a few people 

were eager to have neighborhood news, many were not.  Some who gave us their email 

addresses asked to be removed from the list later.  For the number of people who have 

responded positively to my bulletins, I sense an equal number felt they were too frequent 

and too long.  The advantage for most of you of the current system is that you were not 

exposed to the emotional and confrontational responses by individual residents to some 

bulletin items or BNA activity.

So, if you want a listserv, it will have to be moderated,and everyone who posts held to a 

strict code of decorum that preserves our community’s cohesion.  All of you on the current 

list will have to re-up or give the moderators permission to put your address on the listserv,

and you won’t be able to keep your address anonymous once you post to the listserv.

 There is an advantage to that because other people who share your interests can contact

you directly, but so can people who don’t, and they may tell you.

From the beginning of the association, our informal policy for what gets sent to the 

neighborhood list has been that it publishes no political or religious positions and no 

advertisements for commercial enterprises.  We have accepted announcements from 

nonprofits, cultural opportunities, and charitable activities.  We’re required to publish City 

policy and activity notices.  It has been my practice to forward all these public information 

items but not to publish the campaign support and positions coming from our elected 

officials.

Please reply to this message to tell me whether you think we should or should not create a

neighborhood listserv, so the new officers will be aware of the general will. 

Most Effective BNA Projects Accomplished by Subcommittees 

Whole neighborhood meetings and activities are a rarity in Brichta Neighborhood because

like every other aspect of life, we individuals tend to focus on those activities and 

responsibilities in which we have a personal stake and sense of urgency. To initiate 

activities, we have to be passionate about them.  This rarely happens to an entire group of

any kind. Jobs tend to get done by those most interested in them.

For this reason, our neighborhood association has been very successful, because groups 

of individuals have come together to do things mutually important to them.  Our CROWN 

committee existed before Brichta Neighborhood Association.  Led by Carl Stoeckel and 

his co-grantwriter Blake Gentry, this group was awarded grant money for the restoration 

and revegetation of Anklam Wash, leading to its being adopted by the whole 

neighborhood from Silverbell to Greasewood and our being recognized by Tucson Clean 

and Beautiful for our work.

Dorothy Yanez walked the streets and filed all the paperwork for us to become a 

registered neighborhood so we could collectively ask the City for our much needed traffic 

circle at Old Ranch and Saddle Hills to impeded speeders.  Then we received grant 

money, unfortunately pilfered by government offices, for our still-needed speed tables—



again a concern now that we again have children attending Brichta.

We received grant money to commission our street sign art from our long-time neighbor 

Ray Lim, who also donated the metal saguaro cactus in our traffic circle.

The current issues creating several small working groups are our message board project, 

our garden project, and our crime watch project.  Different residents are interested in 

these different projects, and if we continue to participate in informal working groups like 

this, our community will benefit and everyone contributes while “picking his battle” 

according to his or her own interests and constraints.  The only requirement for 

successful, targeted projects by ad hoc committees is effective communication among us.

I look forward to seeing how these and new projects develop in our neighborhood in the 

coming year.

Our annual election meeting being the only formal meeting a registered neighborhood is 

required to have, it is generally the one attended by the most Brichta Neighborhood 

residents, and all previous ones have been very enjoyable social occasions at which, at 

least once a year we can meet a few neighbors previously unknown to us, reconnect with 

some we only see on this occasion, and chat with others with whom we share common 

interests.  Most importantly it’s our ritual of commitment to each other.

As we have become increasingly aware in the ongoing global tragedies of war and climate

change disasters, the key to human survival is mutual trust and collaboration.  We survive 

if we work together and help each other; we die if we don’t.  It’s an age-old truth 

neighborhoods are beginning to make a priority as we face human problems no individual,

family, community or country can solve alone.  Our association is all about pooling our 

resources and ingenuity to overcome obstacles and threats to our quality of life, here in 

our neighborhood as much as on our planet.   April 9, 2014

Neighborhood Profiles

Donald Ijams, Coordinator

Neighborhood Support Network

For more frequent and more informal updates, Like NSN on 

FaceBook: https://www.facebook.com/NeighSupport
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