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Can you picture what it would be like if the electric power was off for 72 straight hours? 

Emergency preparedness is a topic we all should consider.

  

Sustainable Tucson’s February Meeting:

IS YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD READY FOR CLIMATE CHANGE?

Monday, February 10, 2014, 5:30 - 8:00 PM - Joel D. Valdez Main Library, Lower Level 

Meeting Room, 101 N. Stone, (free lower level parking off Alameda St.)

Last November 14th the State of Arizona ran a simulation of an emergency event that 

included a 72-hour power outage - the kind of event climate change may visit upon the 

Tucson region.

Within the first hour of this mock climate emergency county officials realized hospitals 

would be overwhelmed by those seeking shelter from the 110+ degree heat. With no 

power for air conditioners or water delivery, and with severely curtailed communications 

capacity, hospitals became the first option for the most vulnerable seeking safety and 

shelter.

In the meantime, local emergency response teams with generators powered limited 

operations but (as in most emergencies) the general public is left to their own resources to

manage until outside help arrives. For most, the physical setting of home is where they will

wait out the event. This mock exercise was an eye-opening experience for those who 

participated - driving home the fact that healthy connections between neighbors will be 

essential to best outcomes during such an event. But are Neighborhoods able to respond 

in such circumstances? Do residents feel part of a community and trust they can turn to 

their neighbors for assistance?

Who makes sure the most vulnerable are taken care of? Is there a method for 

neighborhood communication when commercial communications go down? What supplies

should be stored and available?

http://us6.campaign-archive1.com/?u=4b76089ee08212fa8c57b7aa7&id=1e586696f1&e=5a7a406cdf
http://soaz.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4b76089ee08212fa8c57b7aa7&id=892d30572a&e=5a7a406cdf


Come to Sustainable Tucson’s February 10th meeting to find out.

Speakers will include: 

• Louis Valenzuela: Pima County Health Department 

• Donna Branch-Gilby: Climate Smart: Ready or Hot? Building Resilient 

Neighborhoods working group 

• Donald Ijams: Neighborhood Support Network 

Doors will open at 5:30 PM. The meeting will begin promptly at 6:00 PM. 

Dear Neighbors,

The Neighborhood Infill Coalition (NIC) is hosting a Citizen's Involvement Workshop on:

Saturday, February 15, 2014 // 9:00 AM - Noon

3202 East 1st Street (Ward 6 Office, located behind the Walgreens near Speedway and 

Country Club)

This meeting is the promised 6-month follow-up to the series of workshops that NIC 

hosted last summer.  Many of you attended those workshops, looking for ways that 

Tucson's citizens could obtain a voice in our city government's decision-making 

processes.  At the August meeting, four alternative approaches were discussed. More . . .

The meeting on February 15th will bring attendees up-to-date on those four alternatives -- 

the Neighborhood Support Network; the Community Resource Center Project; a City of 

Tucson Neighborhood Commission; and an independent Citizen's Coalition.

Much of Saturday's meeting with be devoted to the organization of an independent 

Citizen's Coalition, including finalizing a name for the group and seeking consensus on 

bylaws and a mission statement.  So put on your thinking caps and send us your ideas of 

potential names for the Citizen's Coalition!

We are excited about the various efforts that are being made to give our citizen's a voice, 

and we encourage anyone who is interested to attend this important, and informative, 

meeting.

Refreshments will be provided, so if you are planning to attend, please RSVP a response 

to this email no later than Monday February 10th.  We are also looking for a few 

volunteers who can come at 8:30am and assist us with the setup of the room.

Thank you for all the hard work you have put into assisting us in getting this important 

endeavor moving forward.

http://soaz.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4b76089ee08212fa8c57b7aa7&id=65a258433a&e=5a7a406cdf


Colette Altaffer

Neighborhood Infill Coalition

Materials are being prepared so please RSVP to Colette at William.Altaffer@azbar.org 

Libraries are so important to neighborhoods - here is some information that I've been 

asked to pass on:

From: Melinda Cervantes and Gene Einfrank of Menlo Park Neighborhood

Date: Sun, Feb 2, 2014 at 11:49 AM

Subject: Protect your local library; Voice your opposition to HB2379 today!

In a nutshell, Pima County Public Library will lose 20% of it's operating budget and will 

close approximately 10 small branch libraries including El Rio branch library, cut hours at 

all libraries, layoff over 40 employees and cut the book and ebook collections as of July1, 

2014 if HB2379 passes.

More information is here and here. 

The NSN Core Group will be meeting at 6:30 PM on Thu February 13, 2014 at Ward 3. 

NSN is offering a refresher course on Constant Contact, for sending e-newsletters, with 

Meg Johnson from Garden District teaching us. It's on Feb 6, Thursday, at the Ward III 

office (1510 E Grant) at 6:30. Please let us know if you are coming!! Bring your computers

and practice. There is free Wifi there. RSVP to Joan DANIELS, jdchama@msn.com 

Mayor Jonathan Rothschild and Councilman Steve Kozachik have taken up the cause of 

getting CenturyLink and Tucson Electric Power to clean the graffiti off their equipment 

consistently and rapidly. "I know that everyone's resources are tight but the City is working

diligently to re-pave our roads, we have cleaned up our medians, we are looking at our 

sidewalks and trying to plant trees, with TEP's help.  The last piece of this is graffiti clean 

up.  Rapid response is the key to graffiti prevention.  The City is cleaning up everywhere it 

is allowed.  Help, please."

Thank you on behalf of neighbors who are trying to keep their areas clean. 

Think about planting a shade tree.

http://soaz.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4b76089ee08212fa8c57b7aa7&id=62e9708315&e=5a7a406cdf
mailto:jdchama@msn.com?subject=RSVP%20Constant%20Contact
http://soaz.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4b76089ee08212fa8c57b7aa7&id=6685715c51&e=5a7a406cdf
http://soaz.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4b76089ee08212fa8c57b7aa7&id=13b9b46697&e=5a7a406cdf
mailto:William.Altaffer@azbar.org?subject=Feb%2015%20RSVP
http://soaz.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4b76089ee08212fa8c57b7aa7&id=89ae1cdecf&e=5a7a406cdf


  

PAG, the region’s metropolitan planning organization, recently launched the 2045 

Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) planning process.  When finished, the 2045 RTP will 

identify goals, challenges, performance targets and projects for the PAG region over the 

next 30 years, guiding how transportation funds are spent in this community.

Pima Association of Governments invites the public to submit their thoughts via an online 

survey for consideration as PAG begins to update its long-range plan. Visit 

www.pagregion.com or to access the survey directly 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/2045RTP 

Donald Ijams, Coordinator

Neighborhood Support Network

For more frequent and more informal updates, Like NSN on 

FaceBook: https://www.facebook.com/NeighSupport
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